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marriage rites. After so much trouble and afflictions,
God shewed me this happy day, when I gained the
desires of my heart; but in the same degree that my
heart wished to possess this angelic lady, it felt equally
anxious and uneasy to know the explication of those
strange events [which had occurred] ; for, up to that
day I knew nothing about who she was; or who was
that brown, handsome negro, who on seeing a bit of
paper, delivered to me so many bags of gold; and
how that princely entertainment was prepared in the
space of one pahar; and why those two innocent
persons were put to death after the entertainment;
and the cause of the anger and ingratitude she showed
me after all my services and kindnesses; and then all
at once to elevate this wretch [to the height of hap-
piness.] In short, I was so anxious to develop these
strange circumstances and doubts, that for eight days
after the marriage ceremonies, notwithstanding my
great affection for her, I did not attempt to consum-
mate the rites of wedlock. I merely slept with her at
night, and got up in the morning " re non effecta."

One morning I desired an attendant to prepare
some warm water in order that I might bathe.1 The
princess smiling, said, " Where is the necessity for the
hot water?" I remained silent; but she was per-
plexed [to account] for my conduct; moreover, in her
looks the signs of anger were visible; so much so, that
phe one day said to me, " Thou art indeed a strange
man; at one time so warm before, and now so cold!
what do people call this [conduct] ? If you had not

1 All good Mmatmans bathe after performing the ritos of Venus, henca
fcfce purport of the princess's simple question is obvious enough.
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